Early Christian church on Kučar near Podzemelj by Dular, Janez
The following finds from  th is period belong to  a  dam aged Germanic, also 
m ilitary , grave. By the grave goods, i. e. the shield boss and the Elbe type cup 
and o th e r  objects, the grave is dated  to  the tu rn  of the 5th and 6th centuries.
F u rth e r  in the text the au th o r a ttem pts to  ascribe some historical validity  to  
these finds. Because of the position  of Svete Gore, above the Sotla valley, w ith  
the crossing  of com m unication routes below it, the au th o r belives, because of the 
ch a rac ter of the finds, th a t th e re  was a m ilitary  po st som ewhere in the im m ediate 
vicinity, perhaps n ea r  B istrica ob Sotli. Bearing in  m ind  Rom e’s m ilitary policies 
and h e r  defence system, the  au tho r does no t exclude the possibility tha t th is m ili­
tary  p o st w as one of the b o rd er defence posts b u ilt along the Sotla. Because of 
innum erable barbarian  a ttacks, a refuge o r  sanctuary  grew  up on the sum m it 
during the 5th century, judging  by the ru ined  w all on  the north-eastern slope of 
the hill. The presence of the  above-m entioned grave, w hich belongs to  the period 
of G othic dom ination in th is  area, has caused the au th o r to  th ink th a t this ou tpost 
still ex isted  a t  the beginning of the 6th century, as a p a r t  of "civitas N oricum ” or 
“Pannonia U rbs”. The m a teria l found fu rth e r raises the question of the ethnic 
stru c tu re  of the settlem ent. Thus the au tho r visualises, as continuing elem ents, an 
indigenous population, w ith  m ilitary  " im m igran ts” w ho w ere undoubtedly in 
authority .
F inally  the au th o r touches once again on the a lready  m uch discussed relief 
from  th e  fa$ade of the St. George chapel. In  spite of all analogies postu lated  to  
date, the  3-dimensional fo rm  finds its m ost genuine analogies in the figures on 
the golden b rac tea tes w hich orig inate from  the sam e cu ltu ra l circle as the conten t 
of the  G erm anic grave. F rom  these points the au th o r concludes th a t the sty listic 
and iconographical evidence does not point the way so m uch to  the actual c rea to r 
of th is  relief bu t m ore reliab ly  gives an indication of the taste  and perhaps even 
m ore the sp iritua l inclinations of the custom er for w hom  it was made.
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P o d zem elj is a n  im p o r ta n t  a rch aeo lo g ica l s i te  w h ich  b ecam e w ell-know n 
th ro u g h  its  m an y  p re h is to r ic  f in d s .1 Y et, in  n e a rb y  O to k  d u rin g  th e  la s t c e n tu ry  
R o m an  g rav es  w e re  fo u n d , show ing  th a t  th is  a r e a  w as ce rta in ly  in h a b ite d  
d u r in g  th e  R om an  e ra  as w e ll.2
T h e  p re h is to r ic  s e t t le m e n t s to o d  on  th e  so u th e rn  su m m it o f K u ča r w h ich  
r ise s  s te e p ly  above P odzem elj f ro m  th e  p la in  o f  th e  r iv e r  K olpa. O n th e  
n o r th e rn ,  so m e w h a t lo w e r su m m it s ta n d  th e  s t i l l  ea sily  v isib le  re m a in s  of 
m o r ta r  w a lls , su ch  th a t  a t  le a s t th re e  b u ild in g  co m p lex es can  b e  d is tin g u ish e d  
over th e  ex tensive  p la tea u .
T h e  ru in s  of K u č a r  w e re  kn o w n  co m p a ra tiv e ly  ea rly , a lre ad y  m e n tio n e d  
in  s h o r t  n o te s  by  A. M illine r a n d  J. P ečn ik ,3 th ey  w e re  a lso  k n o w n  by J. Szom - 
b a th y , w h o  even  m a d e  se v e ra l ex p lo ra to ry  e x c av a tio n s  a t  th is  site  in  1891.4 
The sm a lle r  b u ild in g  o n  th e  n o r th e rn  su m m it o f  K u č a r  w as a lso  ex c av a te d
* The repo rt w as published in  Slovene in  A rh eo lo šk i p reg led  17 (1975), 121—123.
1 K učar p ri Podzem lju; view  of the church  from  the  south-west. — K u č a r  p r i 
P o d zem lju ; pog led  na  ce rkev  z  ju g o za h o d a
in  th e  su m m e r  o f 1968, b u t  ev e n  a f te r  th is  ex c av a tio n  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th is  b u ild ­
in g  h a d  n o t b ee n  co m p le te ly  ex p la in ed .5
T h u s  th e  f ir s t  s ig n if ic a n t r e s u lts  w e re  n o t a c h ie v ed  u n til  th e  re s c u e  exca­
v a t io n  o rg a n ise d  in  Ju ly  a n d  A ugust 1975 by th e  L ju b lja n a  R eg iona l In s t i tu te  
fo r  th e  P re se rv a tio n  of H is to r ic a l  M o n u m e n ts  a n d  th e  B ela K ra jin a  M useum  
a t  M e tlik a . T his e x c av a tio n  w as  m ad e  n e c e s sa ry  b y  th e  p re se n c e  n e a r  th e  
n o r th e r n  su m m it o f  K u č a r  o f a  la rg e  s to n e  q u a r r y  w h ic h  h a d  b e g u n  se rio u s ly  
to  je o p a rd is e  th e  a rc h a e o lo g ic a l rem a in s . R e se a rc h  w as  th e re fo re  c o n c e n tra te d  
o n  th e  m o s t  th re a te n e d  b u ild in g , th e  ru in s  ly in g  n e a re s t  to  th e  ed g e  o f  th e  
q u a r ry .
T h e  re sc u e  ex cav a tio n s  re v e a le d  th a t  o n  th e  n o r th e r n  su m m it o f  K u č a r  w e 
h a d  s tu m b le d  o n  th e  e x tre m e ly  w ell p re se rv e d  fo u n d a tio n s  o f a  la te  R om an  
c h u rc h  w h ic h  h a d  also  h a d  a  n a r th e x  a n d  sm a ll an n ex e . T he b u ild in g  (21.5 m  
long , 8 m  w ide) h a d  b e e n  b u il t  f ro m  b ro k e n  s to n e s  o f v a ry in g  th ic k n ess , 
c e m e n te d  w ith  m o r ta r ,  so  th a t  th e  w a lls  w e re  a n  av e rag e  of 70 cm  th ick . 
In  so m e  p la ce s  th e  w alls  w e re  p re se rv e d  u p  to  m o re  th a n  a m e tre  h igh .
2 K učar p ri Podzem lju; ea ste rn  half of the church  w ith  sem icircular bench. — 
K u ča r p r i P o d zem lju ; vzhodna  po lovica  ce rk ve  s po lkrožno  k lop jo
T h e  n av e  of th e  ch u rc h , a lig n ed  in  a n  eas t-w est d irec tio n , w as  effec tive ly  
d iv id e d  in to  tw o  p a r ts  b y  a  so m e w h a t ra ise d  s q u a re  p o d iu m . B e h in d  th e  
p o d iu m  s to o d  a se m i-c ircu la r  bench , 4.6 m  w id e  a n d  m ad e  o f  sm all s to n e s . 
A lthough  th e  w all w as n o t  very  h ig h  a t  th is  p o in t  (m any  s to n es  w ere  m iss in g  
esp ec ia lly  a t  th e  r ig h t-h a n d  end), th e  sh a p e  of th e  b e n c h  w as s ti ll  c lea r. T h ere  
w as a  70 cm  w ide gap a t  th e  c e n tre  o f th e  b en c h . As th e  w all a t  th e  fo u n d a ­
tio n s  w a s  co n tin u o u s , a n d  as  b o th  edges of th e  gap  w ere  s tra ig h t, w e  can  
a ssu m e  th a t  a  la rg e  s to n e  b lo c k  (seat) w as  fo rm e rly  fixed  a t  th e  c e n tre  of th e  
b e n c h  a n d  w as m o s t p ro b a b ly  rem oved  a t  som e tim e  in  th e  p ast.
In  th e  a re a  b e tw e en  th e  a rm s  o f th e  b en ch  w a s  a  35 cm  deep  w alled  sp ace  
fo r  a  re liq u a ry . Ju d g in g  b y  th e  groove ro u n d  th e  edge of th e  cavity , i t  w as 
once c o v e red  by  a  s to n e  s la b , no  lo n g e r p re se rv e d  today . On th e  n o r th e rn  s id e  
of th e  p re sb y te r iu m  w as a  6 m  long, 4.5 m  w ide an n ex e , w h ich  w as co n n e c te d  
to  th e  m a in  bo d y  o f th e  c h u rc h  th ro u g h  a  p a s sa g e  b eh in d  th e  le ft a r m  of 
th e  s e m ic irc u la r  bench .
T h e  n a r th e x  o n  th e  w e s te rn  side  o f  the  b u ild in g  w as 4 m  w ide. I t  w as 
d iv id ed  f ro m  the  nave b y  a  w all co n ta in in g  a  1.6 m  w ide  e n tra n c e  a t  th e
3 K učar p ri Podzem lju; p lan  of church. — K u ča r  p r i P o d zem lju ; tlo ris  c e rk ve
ce n tre . T he c h u rc h  h a d  a  s c re e d  flo o r w h ich  w as  w ell p re se rv e d  excep t a ro u n d  
a n d  w ith in  th e  b en ch  fo r  th e  clergy, a lth o u g h  in  th e  n a rth e x , th e  an n ex e  a n d  
to  a  la rg e  e x ten t in  th e  lo w e r  p a r t  o f th e  nave th e  g lazing  h ad  b een  d e s tro y e d  
b e c a u se  of s e ttle m e n t o f  th e  floo r. A la y er o f c in d e rs  a n d  ash es  u p  to  5 cm  
th ic k  w as  fo u n d  above th e  p av in g  in  a ll room s, a n d , in  th e  n a r th e x  espec ia lly , 
la rg e r, b u r n t  p ieces of ro o f  c o n s tru c tio n  lay in  se v e ra l p laces. In  th e  s o u th e rn  
p a r t  o f th e  n a r th e x , w h e re  th e  sc reed  w as also  d es tro y e d , th e re  w as a n  em p ty  
to m b , r ig h t  b es id e  th e  w all, d u g  in to  th e  ro c k  itse lf .
T h e  excava tion  u n c o v e re d  re la tive ly  few  sm a ll fin d s. W orthy  of n o te  am ong  
th e m  a r e  a  sm all s ilv er c ro ss , a  few  riv e ts  a n d  fra g m en ts  o f la te  R o m an  
p o tte ry . N o t less s ig n ific an t w ere  th e  re m a in s  o f p re h is to ric  vessels w h ich  
w ere  fo u n d  u n d e r  th e  p av in g  an d  c lea rly  in d ic a te  th a t  th e  n o r th e rn  su m m it 
of K u č a r  w as also  in h a b ite d  in  p re h is to ric  tim es.
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